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belong to us. For good or bad reasons the authorities have 
not been open to conviction on that point. Moreover, it is 


A More Fundamental Question 
There is, in any case, a more fundamental question than 
the right of entry of any denomination. That question con- 
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Religious Broadcasts Then and Now 


At the same time, many people will be disappointed that 
nothing is to be done at present to improve B.B.C. output in 
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creeds than to shed light on modern problems from ancient 


fain directions it 
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| WITH THE publication of the Government’s White Paper 
on broadcasting policy it has become reasonably certain that | 0t quite certain that we should fare any better if a more 
the present charter of the B.B.C. will be renewed for a further Competitive system were introduced, with regional instead of 
period without drastic modification. The arguments advanced national religious committees to organize the religious output. 
in support of this decision seem cogent enough. The charter We have sometimes been excluded from religious activities i 
has operated hitherto mainly under abnormal conditions,  °tganized on a local basis. 
while wartime technical developments have still to be tested 3 
in their application to peacetime purposes before a clear 
picture of the future of broadcasting can be formed; and the = 
Government can hardly be blamed if they hesitate to add taal 
Cerns the very nature 0 ying religior t has not intrequentiv a 
made in programmes not regarded as religious. A notable 
to keep correspondents in every important world capital or § and listener. The speakers all believed that man was in some 
| to rush them to any point in the world where exciting news = sense in need of salvation, and that they had something to say 
| was to be had. Nevertheless the fact that programmes would about what should be done and what avoided. They had their 
be judged by their ability to step up the sales of a particular § hobby-horses, of course, but on the whole they succeeded in 
tooth-paste or chewing-gum led, on the whole, to an output of | persuading the listener that they spoke from a genuine concern 
incredible triviality. It is to the credit of those responsible for his material or spiritual welfare, and that they had some 
— for broadcasting, policy in Britain that they have always | understanding of the nature of his profoundest problems. 
recognized that a thing can be valuable even though only a =‘ By contrast, the exponents of official religion often start not mi 
mmority appreciate it. They have recognized, too, the need from an awareness of such needs but from a desire to exploit 
of providing an adequate service for those areas where the 
Five Years’ Grace | 
: The Government has promised that there shall be an a 
) end of the next five years. In another connection the Home 
greater than in that of religion. Twenty ycars Secretary, as a representative of this Government, has 
Giscussed in of the country, there was a real defended and striven for by Milton, Locke and Mill. “I do F 
tha the radio might take the place of the cleurches. most desire,” said Mr. Chuter Ede, “that the ancient record 
s, Oi mare hg at peg pee of this country as a place of free speech, where the flow of 
; of the Service became one of the peak ideas from all parts of the world is welcomed, may be main- 
Radio The ast tained.” We Rave bean given grace in which to 
‘tte caraceer of broadcasting. wn solve the problem how that record shall be maintained, not 
Be ® difficulty in popular preachers, but the but im the State-owned 
of the message was generally of It that technical advances will 
| We too, have had in recent year lead to a new and more system of b which 
at a thorough-going applicati ponopoly and centraliz can hardly be avoided. It is 
bux we believe we have point of view dock and secured for themscives a privileged position oa 
i worthy of « by thoussnds who 
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WISEST THEM ALL 


A NATIVITY PLAY 
By G. E. HAs, B.A. 


This nativity play should prove very acceptable for 
Sunday School use and Christmas Services. It has been 
performed many times in Adelaide where Mr. Hale was 


The General Assembly £100,000 Appeal 
Total in hand week ending July 13th, £70,175 14s. 6d. 
HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED YET? 

Hon. Treasurer: Harold B. Moore 
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Will you send a generous gift to make this truc’” 
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Watch this space for weekly announcements. 
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WHEN JESUS WAS TWELVE Tes Pep toe 
A modern mystery play for children. By Joyce Gow be welcomed. Communications to the Secretary: Mr. W. H. 
9d., by post red. 
The Lindsey Press, 14 Gorden Square, Londen, W.C1 acancy 
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